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T  O  T  H  E 

MEMBERS 

O  F  T  H  E 

Royal  Academy  of  Surgery 

A  T 

P  R  I  S. 


Gentlemen, 

HOUGH  I  have  not  offered 
the  Firft  Fruits  *  of  my  Labours 
to  our  celebrated  Academy  ;  I 
would  not  have  You  imagine, 
that  becaufe  I  am,  at  prelent, 
fettled  in  a  foreign  Country,  have  fo  far  for¬ 
got  myfelf,  as  not  to  remember  my  native 
Place,  where  I  received  the  firft  Elements  of 


*  Vicl.  A  Courfe  of  Anatomico-Ph)g;logicai  Ledtures 
on  the  Animal  Geconomy  and  Human  Structure :  In 
Three  Volumes,  Octavo.  Alfo  Demonftrations  of  the 
Human  Structure,  half  as  large  as  Nature,  in  Four  Tables. 
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of  my  Profeffion  from  fome  of  your  mod 
learned  Members. 

Be  pleafed,  therefore,  to  accept  thefe  De- 
monftrations  of  the  Pregnant  Uterus,  as 
a  fmall  Token  of  the  great  Veneration  and 
Refped:  I  entertain  for  your  Illuftrious  So¬ 
ciety  j  and  believe  me,  that  I  remain, 

»  j 

Gentlemen, 

Tour  moji  Obedient , 

Obliged ,  and 

<  Humble  Servant^ 

London,  1757. 

t  -  *  ■*  ■* 


Charles  Nicholas  Jenty. 


TO  THE 

READER. 


SHALL  not  here  defcribe  the 
Uterus,  nor  the  Parts  fubfervient 
to  Generation,  becaufe  the  Reader 
may  find  a  full  Defcription  of  thefe 
Subjedls,  with  various  Opinions  on 
my  fecond  Volume  of  Anatomical 
Lectures  ;  but  fhall  only  point  out  the  Parts 
which  are  here  reprefented,  and  give  a  lhort  Ac¬ 
count  of  this  pregnant  Woman,  with  Obferva- 
tions  on  the  fame. 

This  Woman  died  (fome  Time  lad  Summer) 
fuddenly ;  and,  before  fhe  died,  fhe  laid,  die 
thought  herfelf  about  a  Fortnight  after  her  Rec¬ 
koning  :  So,  then,  we  may  conclude,  fhe  mud 
have  been  near  her  Time. 

She  was  young,  and  had  had  Children  before. 
The  Caufe  of  her  Death  was,  as  I  have  a  great 
deal  of  Reafon  to  believe,  that  the  Aorta  was  ul¬ 
cerated  jud  as  it  arofe  from  the  Heart,  on  that 
Side  which  is  near  to  the  pulmonary  Artery,  and 
was  lacerated.  The  Aorta  appeared  no  ways  di¬ 
lated  ;  fo  that  it  could  not  be  occafioned  by  an 
Aneurifm.  In  the  Thorax,  on  the  left  Side,  I 
found  a  great  Effufion  of  Blood,  which  proceeded 
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from  the  Heart.  She  was  in  perfed  Health  a 
little  before  fhe  died;  and  had  no  Complaints. 

I  his  is  the  fecond  W oman  I  have  had  an  Op. 
portunity  of  opening,  in  this  State  of  Pregnancy, 
and  was  determined  to  be  as  cautious  as  I  could  in 
injecting  the  uterine  Veftels,  to  try  whether  the 
Blood  Veftels  did  anaftomofe  with  thofe  of  the 
Placenta;  therefore  I  threw  my  Injedion  as  fine 
and  fluid  as  I  poflibly  could,  which  ran  extremely 
well,  filling  entirely  all  the  Subftance  of  the 
Uterus,  and  ran  fo  far,  as  to  make  feveral  Cir¬ 
cumvolutions,  and  terminate  in  the  Subftance  of 
the  Placenta :  I  verily  believe,  was  it  not  for  the 
Circumvolutions  of  the  Ramifications  of  the  Ar¬ 
teries,  we  might  carry  the  Injection  through  all 
the  Subftance  of  the  Placenta.  Not  that  I  think 
thefe  Arteries  communicate  with  the  Arteries  of 
the  Placenta ;  but  am  of  Opinion,  that  they  are 
what  we  call  nutritious  Veftels,  and  perhaps  the 
firft  coming  from  the  Uterus  which  nourifh  the 
Placenta  and  Embryo.  The  Veins  of  the  Uterus, 
commonly  called  Sinufes,  were  in  a  Manner,  by 
the  Injedion,  diffufed  into  the  Subftance  of  the 
Placenta,  but  did  not  run  into  the  V eins  of  the 
I  lacenta ;  therefore  it  is  in  vain  to  think  that  we 
fhall  ever  fucceed  in  attempting  to  injed  the  pla- 
centine  Veftels  by  thofe  of  the  Uterus^  or  thofe  of 
the  Uterus  by  the  Placenta  ;  for  the  following 
Reafon  ;  Firft,  when  we  injed  the  Placenta,  and 
macerate  it,  we  fee  the  moft  minute  Veftels  of  the 
Veins  accompany  thofe  of  the  Arteries,  and  anaf¬ 
tomofe,  in  divers  Places  ;  when  thefe  Veftels  are  en¬ 
tirely  fpread,  the  Extremities  of  all  are  only  to 
be  compared  to  the  moft  minute  Fibres  of  a  Ve- 
g  taoiC  ;  io  the-e  Fibrillae  of  an  Artery,  being  con-r 
yoluted  in  inch  a  Manner,  all  their  Orifices  enter 
into  the  Subftance  of  the  Uterus,  where-ever  that 
Part  of  the  Placenta  adheres. 


It 
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It  is  evident,  that  thofe  Parts  of  the  Uterus  to 
which  the  Placenta  adheres  are  confiderably  thin¬ 
ner  than  the  reft,  being  deprived  of  a  mufcular 
or  elaftic  Membrane,  which  may  be  termed  the 
Conous ;  and  in  this  Place  the  Veins  or  Si- 
nufes  are  in  a  greater  Quantity  than  elfewhere : 
So  it  has  been  a  common  Error  of  Anato- 
mifts,  to  have  defcribed  that  Part  of  the  Uterus 
as  thicker  than  the  reft,  which,  to  me,  appears 
much  thinner ;  and  to  have  faid  that  the  Uterus 
is  as  thick  when  pregnant,  as  when  unimpreg¬ 
nated,  this  is  alfo  a  vulgar  Error,  which  has  been 
occafioned  by  conlidering  the  State  of  the  Uterus 
when  it  has  been  turgid  with  the  Blood,  or  when 
an  Injection  has  been  forced  into  it.  For,  in 
Fa£t,  when  we  wafh  out  the  Blood  of  a  pregnant 
Uterus,  prefs,  and  afterwards  weigh  it,  we  find 
a  very  little  Difference  from  the  Weight  of  an  un¬ 
impregnated  one.  So,  then,  all  the  pretended 
Thicknefs  of  this  Uterus,  in  a  pregnant  State,  is 
no  more  than  a  Diftenfion  of  the  Uterus  by  the 
Gravity  of  the  Fluid. 

So  we  find,  that  the  Uterus,  when  pregnant, 
dilates  gradually  by  the  Gravity  of  the  Fluid 
which  enters  the  uterine  Veins,  which  are  a  Coun- 
terpoife  to  that  internal  elaftic  Membrane  which 
I  take  the  Liberty  to  call  Corious  :  For  as  foon 
as  the  Foetus  and  the  Secundines  are  expelled,  the 
Uterus  gradually  contracts,  and,  confequently,  the 
Veins  likewife  ;  therefore  they  admit  little  or  no 
more  Fluid  than  is  barely  neceffary  for  the  Nutrition 
of  the  Uterus,  and  becomes  a  more  folid  and  thick 
Subftance.  For  it  is  evident,  that  the  pretended 
Thicknefs,  in  a  pregnant  State  is  only  owing  to 
the  Fluid,  which,  in  Fadt,  cannot  with  Propriety 
be  called  Thicknefs. 
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If  I  fliould  be  afked  how  the  Catamenia  are  eva¬ 
cuated,  as  thefe  VefTels  are  contra&ed  ?  and  whe¬ 
ther  they  come  from  the  Arteries,  or  the  Sinufes 
of  the  Uterus  ?  I  fhall  anfwer,  that  they  come 
from  the  Sinufes  of  the  Uterus,  efpecially  from 
thofe  which  are,  as  I  fuppofe,  by  the  Laws  of  the 
Animal  Oeconomy,  ready  to  communicate  with 
the  Placenta  of  the  Embryo  for  its  Nutrition,  in 
cafe  the  Female  fhould  prove  pregnant  after  Co¬ 
ition. 

The  Publick  is  to  take  Notice,  that  the  Ori¬ 
ginals  of  thefe  Tables  were  taken  from  this  Wo¬ 
man  by  Mr.  V an  Riemsdyk,  and  not  done  at 
Random,  or  from  Fancy,  as  fome  have  been, 
which  have  with  Impunity  been  obtruded  upon  the 
Publick  for  real  Delineations  after  Nature. 

It  is  well  known,  that  the  Subject,  whence 
thefe  Tables  are  done,  has  been  feen  by  fe- 
veral  eminent  Perfons  of  the  Profeflion,  while 
Mr.  Van  Riemsdyk  was  painting  them; 
who  have  acknowledged  the  Pi&ures  to  be  the 
greateft  Mafterpieces  of  his  Performances  that 
have  ever,yet  been  produced,  and  perhaps  fuch 
as  will  hardly  be  rivalled.  As  for  my  Part,  I 
may  venture  to  fay,  that  nothing  of  this  Kind 
has,  as  yet,  been  publifhed  on  this  Subjedt  in  fuch 
a  State  of  Pregnancy,  and  difpofed  in  the  Manner 
that  thefe  Tables  are,  tho’  there  are  only  fix  of 
them,  which  give  a  full  Demonftration  of  all  the 
neceffary  and  ufeful  Parts  in  this  State. 


*  The  Mechanifm  of  the  Uterus  being  a  vafcular  Subftance, 
or  Congeries  of  Tubes,  which  are  fupplied  with  a  great  Quan¬ 
tity  of  fluid,  does  not  only  anfwer  the  End  of  Nutrition  for 
the  Fcetus ;  but  as  it  increafes,  does  itfelf  alfo  increafe,  and 
didributes  a  Warmth  to  it,  which  is  highly  neceifary  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  Accretion. 

If 
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If  it  (hould  be  alked,  Why,  in  thefe  Plates,  I 
chofe  Mezzotinto,  inftead  of  Engraving  ?  I  an- 
fwer,  that  not  only  the  Difficulty  and  Length  of 
Time  requifite  to  have  executed  thefe  Tables,  by 
able  Perfons,  nor  the  Expence,  which  would  have 
been  confiderable,  prevented  my  Determination  to 
Engraving  but  the  Engraving  itfelf,  how  well 
foever  performed,  would  not  have  anfwered  my 
Intention  for  Colouring  fo  well  as  Mezzotinto ; 
as  this  Method  is  fofter,  and  capable  of  exhi¬ 
biting  a  nearer  Imitation  of  Nature  than  Engrav¬ 
ing,  as  Artifts  themlelves  acknowledge  that  Na¬ 
ture  may  admit  of  Light  and  Shades,  well  blended 
and  foftened,  but  never  did  of  a  harfh  Outline  : 
So  it  muff  be  con  felled,  that  thefe  Prints  may 
want  the  Smartnefs  which  Engraving  might  have 
contributed  ;  but  the  Softnefs  which  they  poffefs, 
may  approach  nearer  to  the  Imitation  of  Nature, 
when  coloured,  than  any  Engraving  poffibly  could, 
merely  thro*  the  unavoidable  Delineation  of  the 
Outline. 

Gentlemen  may  have  thefe  Mezzotinto  Prints, 
coloured  after  the  original  Pictures,  of  dif¬ 
ferent  Degrees  of  Perfection,  according  to 
the  Price  allowed  to  the  Coloured 


If  thefe  Tables  meet  with  Encouragement 
from  the  Publick,  I  propofe,  fome  Time  hence, 
to  publilli  Two  more ;  viz.  one  reprefenting  Part 
of  the  Cavity  of  the  Uterus,  where  the  internal 
Surface  of  the  Placenta  adheres,  and  a  View  of  the 
internal  Surface  of  the  Placenta,  with  the  Foetus 
injected,  and  opened  for  the  InfpeCtion  of  thole 
Parts  which  are  peculiar  in  that  State  ;  the  other 
reprefenting  a  Woman  who  died  in  the  feventh 
Month  of  her  Pregnancy,  and  her  Foetus  in  a  pre¬ 
ternatural  Situation. 

Ex- 
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Explanation  of  the  First  Table. 


This  Table  reprefents  the  Abdomen  of  the  Wo- 
man  before  fhe  was  opened. 

\The  Reafon  why  1  have  given  this  First  Table 
is,  in  order  to  convey  a  more  immediate  Idea  of 
the  Situation  of  the  Womb  under  the  Tegu¬ 
ments ,  as  I  have  been  advifed  by  my  Friends ; 
tho>  it  may  be  thought  ufelefs ,  by  fome  Perfons. } 


Explanation  of  the  Second  Table. 

This  Table  reprefents  the  Abdomen  laid  open , 
with  the  Uterus  injebled,  and  difplayed  imme¬ 
diately  as  laid  under  the  Teguments ,  excepting 
a  fmall  Portion  of  the  Omentum ,  which  is 
here  cut  off. 

A.HpH  E  Cut  of  the  abdominal  Mufcles  over 
i  the  Enfiformis. 

B.  The  internal  Surface  of  the  Tranfverfal 
Mufcles. 

C  C.  The  Fat,  and  Section  of  the  Mufcles,  and 
cellulous  Membranes. 

E  E.  A  Portion  of  the  Epiploon  cut  off. 

FF.  The 
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F  F.  The  Inteftines  Ilium’s. 

G  G.  The  Colon. 

H  H,  &c.  The  Uterus. 

I.  The  Ligaments  commonly  called  the  Ro¬ 
tunda. 

K  K.  The  Sinufes  or  Veins  of  the  Uterus. 

L  L.  A  Portion  of  the  Ovaries,  and  the  uterine 
Veins.  / 

M,  The  internal  Surface  of  the  Recti  Mufcles7j 

N.  Part  of:  the  inferior  abdominal  Mufcles  cur 


O.  The  cellulous  Membranes  over  the  Os  Pu- 

bis,  which  are  generally  much  impregnated  with 

fat.  That  Portion  is  called  the  Mons  Veneris. 
/Qi  The  external  Labium  of  the  Vamna. 


N.  B.  We  are  to  obferve  here ,  that  all  the  Por¬ 
tions  of  the  fmall  Inteftines  are  thruft  by  the 
Womb,  on  the  left  Side  of  this  Woman.  'Hence 
tt  is  no  Wonder  that  Women,  in  Pregnancy,  are 
fubjebl  to  fuch  violent  Diforders  by  the  Revo¬ 
lutions  of  the  Vifcera,  cccaftoned  by  the  ri/inr 
of  the  JVomb ,  &c.  ’  * 


U 

l 
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Explanation  of  the  Third  Table. 

In  this  Table  the  Uterus  is  cut  open ,  and  the 
Foetus  is  reprefented  as  it  was  found  lying 
under  the  Membranes ;  the  Os  Pubis  is  alfo 
divided ,  and  the  Pelvis  fpread,  in  order  to 
Jhew  how  the  Bladder  is  comprefj'ed  between 
the  internal  Sides  of  the  Os  Pubis  and  the 
Uterus . 

A.rpHE  Stomach. 

B.  A  Portion  of  the  Liver. 

C  C.  The  Colon. 

D  D.  The  fmall  Inteftine. 

E.  A  Portion  of  the  Colon. 

F.  The  Fallopian  Tube,  with  the  Ligamenta 
Lata. 

G  G.  The  lateral  Sinufes  of  the  Uterus. 

H.  The  Ligamentum  Rotundum  cut  off. 

1 1.  The  Uterus,  with  the  Reprefentations  of 
the  venous  Sinufes  filled  up  with  Wax. 

K  K.  The  Surface  of  the  Placenta  which  ad¬ 
heres  to  the  Uterus.  [Here  is  feen  the  Inje&ion 
from  the  Sinufes,  which  has  entered  the  Subftancc 
of  the  Placenta.] 

LL.  The  Membranes  of  the  Chorion  raifed 
from  that  of  the  Amnios,  in  order  to  fhew  the 
Child  more  tranfparent  under  the  Amnios. 

M  M.  The  Amnios  Membrane. 

N.  The  Funis  Umbilicalis  which  paffes  over 
the  Eyes  of  the  Foetus,  as  it  was  found. 

O.  The  Orifice  of  the  Uterus  drawn  a  little 
forward. 


N.  B. 
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N.  B.  It  is  proper  to  obferve ,  that  commonly ,  as 
.  the  Uterus  dilates 9  the  Us  I'inccc  turns  more 
towards  the  Os  Sacrum . 

P.  The  fuperior  Lips  of  the  Os  Tincse. 

The  Rugae  of  the  Vagina. 

R.  The  Vagina  cut. 

S.  The  Bladder. 

T.  The  Terminations  of  the  Ureters  in  the 
Bladder. 

N.  B.  The  Bladder  may  appear  very  fmall,  which 
indeed  it  was  in  this  Subjebt,  and  is  thrufi  a 
little  backwards,  for  the  better  Infpeffion  of 
the  adjacent  Parts,  J 

U.  The  cartilaginous  Part,  or  Symphifisof  the 

Os  Pubis  divided  from  the  oppofite  Side.  [In 
this  Side  the  external  Labium  of  the  Vagina  is 
cut  off.]  6 


Explanation  of  the  Fourth  Table. 


In  this  Table  we  have  reprefented  the  Child  as 
turned  in  the  P ajfage  for  a  natural  Birth , 
W ?  have  cut  the  fuperior  Part  of  the  Tho¬ 
rax,  in  order  to  reprefent  how  thefe  Vifcera 

are  comprejfed ;  we  have  alfo  cut  a  Portion  of 
the  Os  Ilium,  &c, 

A. r-p HE  Heart. 

X  a  Portion  of  the  Lungs. 

C  C,  &c.  The  Ribs  cut. 


BD,  The 
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D  D.  The  Membrana  Adipofa, 

E.  The  Nipples  of  the  Bread. 

F.  The  external  Portions  of  the  Liver. 

G.  The  Stomach. 

H  H.  The  internal  Surface  of  the  Liver. 

I.  The  Feet  of  the  Foetus. 

K  K.  The  Placenta. 

L  L.  The  Colon. 

M.  A  Portion  of  the  Reftum  as  it  lay  under 
the  Vagina. 

N  N.  The  fmall  Intedine. 

O.  The  Terminations  of  the  Ilium  in  the 
Caecum. 

P.  The  Caecum. 

&c.  The  Sinufes  of  the  Uterus. 

R.  That  Portion  of  the  Uterus  called  the  Os 
Tinea?,  which  is  here  lb  dilated,  for  the  Paflage 
of  the  Child,  that  it  appears  very  thin/ 

S.  The  amnios  Membrane  ciSt  off. 

T  T.  The  umbilical  VefTels. 

U.  The  Vagina.  [Here  we  fee,,  the  Head  of 
Ihe  Child  in  the  Padage,  and  the>Vagina  dif- 
tended. 

X.  The  Flap  of  the  abdominal  ^Mufcles. 

Z.  The  cartilaginous  Part  of  the  Os  Pubis  di¬ 
vided  at  its  Symphyfis. 


Ex- 
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Explanation  of  the  FifthTable. 

This  Table  reprefents  the  inferior  Surface  of 

the  Diaphragm ,  and  the  Cavity  of  the  Uterus 

with  the  Placenta  adhering  to  it. 

A.rp  PI  E  Vena  Cava  Inferior  cut  off. 

B.  The  Oefophagus  cut  off. 

C  C.  The  tendinous  Part  of  the  Diaphragm. 

D  D.  Other  tendinous  Parts  of  the  Diaphragm. 

N.  B.  It  is  proper  to  obferve ,  that  the  Diaphragm 
is  mo^e  tendinous ^  on  %the  right  Side ,  than  on  the 
left.  As  the  largefi  Cole  of  the  Liver  lies  on 
this  Side ,  it  was  requifite  that  the  Diaphragm 
Jhould  here  be  granger ,  for  the  greater  Prejfure 
in  lnfpir ationy  and  to  affifi  the  Secretion  of  the 
Bile .  *  J 

E  E.  The  umbilical  Arteries. 

F  F.  The  umbilical  Vein. 

G.  The  internal  Membranes  of  the  Uterus  torn 
away. 

PJ.  The  Uterus,  as  it  appears  when  the  cho* 
rion  Membrane  is  torn  away. 

I.  The  internal  Orifice  of  the  Womb. 

K.  The  external  Os  Tinoe. 

N.  B.  Pleafe  to  obferve ,  that  the  latter  Part 
deferibed  here  of  the  Orifice  of  the  Womb ,  is 
conjider abiy  thicker  than  if  the  Subject  had  been 
in  Labour . 

L  L.  The  Sinufes  of  the  Uterus,  which  run 
down  into  the  Subftance  of  the  Cervix  of  the 
Womb. 


M.  Part 


[  *  i 


M.  Part  of  the  Ovaries. 

N.  The  umbilical  Veffel  cut  off  from  the 


Explanation  of  the  Sixth  Table. 

\i  his  Table  reprefents  the  Uterus  removed  out 
of  the  Pelvis ,  and  the  Connexions  of  the 
.  ReXum  with  the  Vagina,  &c. 

A.^l^HE  external  Membrane  of  the  Uterus 
JL  torn  away  on  one  Side,  in  order  to  re~ 
prefent  the  Sinufes  and  Arteries  more  dutmdtly. 

B  B.  The  Ovaries. 

C.  The  Fallopian  Tube. 

D. -The  Trunks  of  the  uterine  Veins  cut  off. 

E.  The  fpermatick  Artery. 

F.  The  Ramifications  of  the  uterine  Veins  . 

G.  The  Artery  which  ramifies  with  the  Veins. 

H.  The  Redtum  moved  a  little  afide  from  the 
Vagina,  to  fhew  their  intimate  Connection. 

I.  The  Redtum  cut  off,,  and  filled  with  Tow. 

K.  Branches  of  the  internal  Iliac  Artery  cut  off 
which  ramifies  on  the  Vagina  and  the  Redtum. 

L.  The  Anus. 

M.  The  Fallopian  Tubes. 


